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FALL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The annual fall General Membership Meeting (October 22, 2020) was virtual this year. Since 2020 

has been such an unusual year, the officers agreed to serve another year on the Friends board. 
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WELCOME 
to the FRIENDS OF THE 
CLARKSTON INDEPENDENCE 
DISTRICT LIBRARY. We look 
forward to getting to know you 
as we work together to support 
the library. If you are interested 
in joining the board, please 
contact a board member. New 
faces are always welcome.

Betty Anderson
Cynthia Balko
Mary Hudack Baylis
Dale Bell
Gwen Burns
Judy Capanda
Denise Denis
Courtney Gaff
Laura Harrity
Laura Jasurda
Janice Landauer

Michael Langwald
Kathy Mulholland
Denis Naranjo
Stacy Ragland
Michael & Karesa 

Selden & Family
Teresa Skalitsky & 

Family
Jill Stein
Steve & Nickie 

Wyckoff



With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in March, 
students were sent home to complete their school year. 
To help with this overwhelming transition, the Library 
subscribed to tutor.com, an online tutoring platform that 

connects students with live tutors on demand. With their library cards, Clarkston students can access a 
tutor to help with any subject in grades K-12, and even university! Job seekers can find value in the online 
platform, with the availability of resume and cover letter editing and even interview training. The best part 
of all – this service is completely free to Library patrons! Tutor.com can be found under the “Research” tab 
at cidlibrary.org. Click on “A to Z Databases” to find it and start your tutoring session today!

C U R B S I D E  S E R V I C E
Introduced during our phased reopening during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our CURBSIDE SERVICE IS 
HERE TO STAY! All you need to do is the following:

1 .

2.

3.

Place a hold on your requested materials either 
online (www.cidlibrary.org) or by calling the 
Library (248-625-2212). 

Wait to be contacted to let you know 
that the materials are ready for pick-up.

Please call or text (248-819-3886) upon arrival. 
Provide your name and details about your vehicle. 
Your items will be delivered to your vehicle.

Once again this year, with a collaborative 
effort between Clarkston Independence 
District Library and the Springfield 
Township Library, Clarkston Community 
Schools participated in a Battle of the 
Books. Students from the Clarkston 
elementary schools and Sashabaw Middle 
School answered questions about the 
books during the Battle. The prizes for 
both programs come from money raised 
by the Friends of the Library during book 
sales.  Members of the Friends board, 
along with librarians and media specialists 
from the area, chose the books, wrote the 

questions and ran the actual programs, 
giving children an opportunity to compete 
in this fun reading challenge!  

At 6 pm on February 28, at Sashabaw 
Middle School,  sixteen teams of students 
battled over fifty questions from seven 
books to win the Battle of the Books.   
The results of the evening are as follows:
First Place – Friends with Book Intelligence (FBI)
Second Place – The Banana Bunch
Third Place – The Power Book Nerds
Best Poster – Lights, Cameras, Read
Best Costume – Gatoradetors
Best Name – Bookie Wookies Friends with Book Intelligence (FBI)

Lights, Cameras, Read Gatoradetors Bookie Wookies

This summer was a little different from any we 
have experienced before, but the library was 
determined to make it the best summer ever! 

1 . 2. 3.Over 500 children and teens 
participated in our Summer 
Reading program. We gave 
24 prizes to children and  
10 prizes to teens, who read 
and completed challenges 
and logged them into our 
online reading program for 
chances to win the prizes. 

Our Princess Drive-Thru 
Parade! This event included 
Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty 
and Elsa hanging out in our 
parking lot and talking to all the 
people who drove through to 
visit them! One mom displayed 
true genius, by driving her kids 
through in an open Jeep!

The library repeated the summer collaboration from 
last year, Neighborhoods of Stories with the Orion 
Township Public Library (OTPL). Four librarians, two 
from CIDL and two from OTPL worked together at 
four local parks to put on an entertaining storytime 
event. Families socially distanced, the librarians 
socially distanced and a fun time was had by all, 
reading, acting out Elephant and Piggie Books, 
singing and visiting, after a long, lonely, cold Spring.

SPONSORSHIPS FOR THE 2020 
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 
WERE THE FOLLOWING:

Presenting Sponsor: Bowman Chevrolet
Prize Sponsor: Vibe Credit Union
Friends of the Clarkston Independence 
District Library

Each year the Friend of the Year award is given to 
an individual or organization in recognition of their 
outstanding service to the Friends of the Clarkston 
Independence District Library (CIDL). 
  BILL BOWMAN – 2019  was recognized for his 

ongoing efforts to improve and manage technology 
for the Friends. Bill is the Head of Information 
Technology for the Library, but he is always willing 
and available to assist the Friends with our needs as 
well. He was invaluable this past year as we made 
the transition to QuickBooks for our accounting 
records and continues to assist whenever needs and 
questions arise with anything related to technology. 
Thank you, Bill!

  JANET COFFING – 2019  was honored for her 
extraordinary service and dedication to the Board of 
the Friends of the CIDL. She has served on the Board 
for the past nine years and during that time has held 
every elected office. In addition to her work ethic, 
sense of responsibility and amazing organization 
skills, Janet is appreciated for teaching, inspiring 
and encouraging all of us. To our great sadness, she 
has decided to leave the Board and focus on other 
areas of her life. Thank you for everything, Janet, and 
please know you will be missed!

  THE MEYER FAMILY (JULIE, AARON, OWEN,  
AND KATE) – 2020  was honored for their hard 
work and many years of support for the Friends of 
the CIDL. The family was instrumental in creating, 
organizing, setting up and tearing down of the 
Summer Book Sales at the Clarkston Farmers’ 
Market. The family was always available during the 
past years to offer these same services for any book 
sales held at the library. Julie Meyer was President 
in 2014 and rallied the membership to work together 
to gather support for the library millage. Julie worked 
with the Clarkston Middle Schools to establish the 
Battle of the Books program for the students.  
Ms. Meyer’s educational background is Information 
Technology, so as her children got older and her time 
to be physically present at the library was limited, 
she accepted the board position of Public Relations 
Chairperson. She was instrumental in establishing the 
social media presence for Friends. Many thanks to 
Julie and her husband, Aaron, and her two children 
Owen and Kate.

  CONGRATULATIONS to all and thank you for 
making the Friends better and stronger!

FRIENDS OF THE YEAR



MICHIGAN OPERA 
THEATRE 2020 SUMMARY
On Wednesday, September 2, the 
Clarkston Independence District 
Library hosted the program, “A Night 
at the Opera: A Commemoration 
of a Half-Century of Opera in 
Michigan,” via Zoom. This was 
the annual “A Night at the Opera” 
event at the library, since last year’s 
was highly successful. The two 
presenters from the previous year –  
Andrea Scobie and Arthur White – 
discussed the history of opera in 
Michigan, which included that of 
the Michigan Opera Theatre (MOT), 
through a Power Point presentation. 
Those slides included clips of shows 
and events that MOT put on in the 
past, like La Boheme, Frida, and the 
1996 Inaugural Gala, which featured 
Luciano Pavarotti. In addition, they 
played snippets of operas that they 
hope the company will perform in the 
future. The library hopes to continue 
this program, regardless of form, in 
the years to come.

ADULT PROGRAMS:

ANYWHERE READS BOOK GROUP
Mondays, November 9 & December 14, 7 pm
•  This remote book group meets monthly via Zoom.  

For book selections and meeting links, visit  
cidlibrary.org today!

UNION OF BOOKS BOOK GROUP
Wednesdays, November 4 & December 2, 7:30 pm
•  This group meets to discuss the latest and greatest in 

Science Fiction, Fantasy, YA and more! Typically meeting 
at the Clarkston Union, due to COVID-19, the group will 
meet via Zoom for the remainder of the year.

TEEN PROGRAMS
NEW! TEEN CREATOR CAFÉ
Wednesdays, November 4 & December 2, 6 pm (virtual)
•  Whether your creations are paintings, stories, sculptures, 

videos, drawings, or anything in between, you are welcome 
to hang out with like-minded creative peers at the library’s 
brand new creator café gathering. Meet new friends and 
show off your creations! All creator skill levels welcome.

ANIME CLUB
 Wednesdays, November 11 & December 9, 5 pm 
(virtual)
 •  Teens interested in manga, anime, and Japanese culture 

can meet to discuss their favorite titles, watch anime 
films, and more! Join CIDL’s Teen Discord to participate. 
Anime shown will be rated TV-14 or lower. 

YOUTH PROGRAMS
WEEKLY STORYTIMES
 Mondays @ 10:30 am on Facebook Live:  
Take & Make Stories & Crafts! – Grades K-2

 Tuesdays @ 10:30 am on Facebook Live:  
Preschool Storytime – Ages 2-4

 Wednesdays @ 10:30 am on Facebook:  
Family Fun Adventures! – All Ages!

 Thursdays @ 10:30 am via Zoom:  
Let’s Get Moving with Music & Stories – Ages 0-5

U P C O M I N G  F R I E N D S 
S P O N S O R E D  P R O G R A M S

IN  2019,  MEMORIAL  DONAT IONS 

WERE PROVIDED IN REMEMBRANCE 

OF THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS:

In 2019, Honor donations were 
provided for: 

 Curt Catallo & Ann Stevenson
 Tom Stone 

R Y A N  C O R N E L I U S

R O B E R T  L .  E V A N S

L A V O N N E  K A U L

T O M  L A M M

D O N  N I S B E T T

R O B E R T  S C O T T

S T A R –  C I D L ’ S  F I R S T  
“ R E A D  T O  P A W S ”  D O G

HERE’S A WONDERFUL 
ADVANTAGE: 
SHOPPING ON AMAZON CAN 
SUPPORT OUR LIBRARY.
Don’t forget your shopping can support 
our Library when you make a purchase 
through Amazon. AmazonSmile is a 
website operated by Amazon with the 
same products, prices and shopping 
features as Amazon.com. The difference 
is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, 
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 
products to the charitable organization 
of your choice … such as Friends of 
the Clarkston Independence District 
Library. Simply go to smile.amazon.com. 
On your first visit to the AmazonSmile 
link, select the Friends of the Clarkston 
Independence District Library as 
the charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before 
you begin shopping. AmazonSmile will 
remember your selection, and then every 
eligible purchase you make at smile.
amazon.com will benefit the Library.

FRIENDS PRODUCE AT FARMERS’ 
MARKET SUMMER BOOK SALES
This summer the Friends hosted seven mini book 
sales at the Clarkston Area Farmers' Market. 
When we were unable to hold our annual Spring 
Book Sale and had accumulated over 350 boxes 
of donated books, we needed to get creative. 
The Clarkston Farmers' Market was an open air, 
nearby option, with lots of community traffic. 
Our aim was to get these books back into the 
community, create space for new donations and 
earn some money for the Friends to support the 
library. We earned a total of $2,500 from these 
sales. Thank you to each volunteer who made 
this possible, from the planning team to the 
cashiers and sale helpers to the setup/tear down 
crew. You all made this a fun and easy series of 
book sales.

As we look to the future, we are looking for 
new ways to offer our donated books for sale. 
Currently, we are unable to hold our usual book 
sales in the library due to capacity limitations and 
social distancing. Please reach out to share ideas 
or get involved with our book sale program.

The Friends of the Library are registered as part of the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program – which makes regular shopping 
trips with your Kroger card beneficial for the library. It’s so 
easy! Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com to register 
your card. Our organization’s ID number is 91730 or simply 
search for the Friends of the Clarkston Independence District 
Library. Don’t forget that you need to renew the Friends as 
the rewards recipient on your card each year in April.

YOU SHOP.  
THEY READ.

B O O K  D O N AT I O N S
PLEASE CHECK THE LIBRARY WEBSITE  
WWW.CIDLIBRARY.COM FOR DETAILS

M E M B E R S H I P  D U E S 
F R I E N D S

 We are accepting renewal of FRIENDS MEMBERSHIPS 
for 2021. Fill out the enclosed membership form and 
mail to the address printed at the bottom or drop off 
the form at the library.

6495 Clarkston Road 
Clarkston, MI 48346



SING HAPPILY EVER AFTER: 
DRIVE-THRU CONCERT SUMMARY
On Wednesday, July 29, the Clarkston Independence 
District Library hosted Anne and Rob Burns, aka 
A Reasonable Facsimile, for the “Sing Happily 
Ever After: Drive-Thru Concert” in the parking lot. 
The group played lively, danceable Renaissance 
music for people of all ages. They wore costumes 
from that time period and played instruments like 
the shawm, drum, crumhorn, bagpipe, and gittern 
recorder. Attendees watched the concert from 
their cars and danced along when they felt like it 
(even the emcee felt like dancing too!) In addition, 
despite some technical issues, the event was live- 
streamed through YouTube, and it is still available 
to watch at this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=m-p-Qt6xyus. We are grateful for the 
support to venture into new things. We hope to 
have more of these events in the future.

On July 28th, the library held its 12th annual Imagine 
That! Teen Art Show, sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library. The goal of this event is to give teens in 
grades 6 through 12 an opportunity to showcase their 
artwork, gain recognition, and empower them as valued 
members of our community. This year’s event was 
another smashing success, though it looked a little 
different than usual. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and patron safety being the top priority of the library, 
the Teen Art Show was virtual this year. Utilizing the 
amazing technology skills of our IT department, the 
art show was hosted through Facebook Live, with the 
submissions viewable via a PowerPoint presentation 
during the show. The show had 34 beautiful art pieces 
to showcase; 269 enthusiastic community members 
voted for their favorite submissions. Though the show 
looked different this year, we were still able to fulfill 
its goal of celebrating the talented teen artists of the 
Clarkston community. We hope to see everyone again 
next year for the 13th annual show!

6TH GRADE:
  1ST  Katie Miller – Summer Dreams
  2ND  Charley Bousho – Reflecting Childhood
  3RD  Ava Danielson – Peek-a-Boo in the Sun

7TH GRADE:
  1ST  Leah Buikema – Behold
  2ND  Ava Deloca – A Blue Morning
  3RD  Chloe Wood – Water’s Beauty

8TH & 9TH GRADE:
  1ST  Katie Haar – Mountain Scene
  2ND  Rebekah Wilson – The Sweetness of Summer
  3RD  Clara Kociba – The Color Within

10TH & 11TH GRADE:
  1ST  Samantha Moyet-Heterochromia – Overall Audience Favorite
  2ND  Savannah Wheeler – Fireflies
  3RD  Olivia Colletti – Eyes of the Lion

SPONSORS OF THE 2020 IMAGINE THAT! TEEN ART SHOW:
Friends of the Clarkston Independence District Library
Union Adworks

Samantha Moyet-HeterochromiaKatie HaarKatie Miller Leah Buikema

T E E N  A R T  S H O W  2 0 2 0

On March 16, 2020, the library had to close its doors due to the worldwide pandemic. Using a 
virtual meeting platform, the staff brainstormed how to provide library services in creative new ways, 
while being restricted to working from home. The theme of that meeting: “Let’s not dwell on what 
we can’t do, let’s figure out what we can do!” So, we learned how to answer the phone remotely, 
issued library cards online, shifted our storytimes to a virtual platform, loaned our WiFi hotspots to 
students without internet access and coached patrons over the phone about how to use e-books for 
the first time. “Innovative” is part of our mission statement, and I’m proud of the way we were able 
to pivot so quickly. 

As the world started to re-open, we had to re-learn how to offer library services following new safety 
standards that were constantly evolving. This included quarantining returned materials and adding 
services like contact-free curbside pick-up and a socially distanced computer lab. We looked to 
our community for guidance about the order in which we needed to re-introduce in-person services 
based on your priorities. We 
released a phased plan for 
library services that provided 
varying levels of access to the 
building that would allow us to 
step forward and back, between 
the phases, in order to protect 
our community members based 
on the progression of the virus. 

We know the library is important 
to you, so tackling this 
challenge was just as important 
to us. I’m happy to say that 
many of these new innovations 
you love, like curbside pick-
up and virtual programs, are 
here to stay. Necessity may be 
the mother of invention, but a 
great idea is still a great idea. 
Thank you for your patience and 
support as we learn and grow. 
This isn’t over yet, but we can 
overcome it together, even if we 
have to do that from 6’ apart.

Be well and keep reading!

           Library Director
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