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If you’re looking for a new cozy-mystery series to start, I 

have a great suggestion for you, the Gethsemane Brown 

mysteries by Alexia Gordon.  I just listened to the first 

book in the series, Murder in G Major, and I thoroughly 

enjoyed it. 

Gethsemane is a world class, professional classical 

musician from Dallas, Texas.  She moves to Ireland to 

take the job of assistant orchestra director of the Cork 

Philharmonic, but when the promised job is given to the 

musical director’s mistress, Gethsemane is left 

scrambling to find a new position.  She does not want to 

go back to the USA without job, because in a family of 

overachievers, she feels she would be letting them 

down.   

Gethsemane accepts a music teacher position at St. Brennan’s School for Boys in 

Dunmullach, a fictional town high on the cliffs in southwestern Ireland.  She has six weeks 

to steer the students to victory in the Annual All-County School Orchestra Competition.  If 

she can pull off this win, she can save face and return home to America.   

Gethsemane settles into the quaint, thatched Carraigfaire Cottage.  But, she’s not alone.  

She quickly discovers that the ghost of Eamon McCarthy, the genius composer who is 

accused of killing his wife, Orla, and then committing suicide, inhabits the house.  His 

spirit can’t pass over because he neither killed his wife or committed suicide 25 years 

ago, and he beseeches Gethsemane to help him find their killer. 

Gethsemane’s reluctant investigation provokes a dormant killer, and she soon finds 

herself in grave danger.  Dunmullach is a small town filled with many quirky characters, 

any number of them who are potential suspects.  Gethsemane often enlists the help of 

Francis Grennan, a math teacher at St. Brennan’s, to help her in her sleuthing.  As 

Gethsemane races to prevent a deadly encore, will she uncover the truth or star in her 

own farewell performance?" 



I really like the character of Gethsemane Brown.  She’s independent and smart and a 

fresh, unique amateur sleuth.  In the words of Lou Grant, she’s “got a lotta of spunk.”  

(That’s a reference from The Mary Tyler Moore Show for you youngsters wondering who 

Lou Grant is.      ) She’s worked hard her whole life to get where she’s at professionally, 

and she uses this same drive to track down the clues that point a finger at the murderer 

of Eamon and Orla. 

The relationship between Gethsemane and Eamon is genuine and comical.  She can smell 

him before she sees him because of his signature cologne, Gaeltacht – leather, cedar, 

pepper, and hay.  They share their life stories with each other, which endears him to 

Gethsemane, and makes her willing to help him in his quest.  When things get dicey for 

Gethsemane as she gets closer to the killer’s identity, Eamon fears for her safety and tries 

to dissuade her from working on her own and to turn to the police to reopen this long 

ignored cold case. 

Although we do find out the McCarthy’s killer near the end, there is an exciting cliff-

hanger that nicely sets up the next book in the series.  Gethsemane and Eamon are an 

interesting pair that you want to read more about, and Frances Grennan is definitely a 

potential love-interest for our musician/teacher/detective heroine.  Something tells me 

Gethsemane won’t be heading back to American anytime soon.   

Availability 

Published in 2016, Murder in G Major is the first book in the Gethsemane Brown 

Mysteries series.  There are currently five books in the series and all are available via 

HOOPLA as eBooks or audiobooks.  They are also available as audiobooks via 

OverDrive/Download Destination.   
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Alexia Gordon was nominated for a 2016 Agatha Award for Best First Novel for Murder in 

G Major. 

Praise for Murder in G Major 

“Gordon strikes a harmonious chord in this enchanting spellbinder of a mystery.” —Susan 

M. Boyer, USA Today Bestselling Author of Lowcountry Book Club 

 “Just when you think you’ve seen everything, here comes Gethsemane Brown, baton in 

one hand, bourbon in the other. Stranded in an Irish village where she knows no one (but 

they all know her), she’s got just six weeks to turn a rabblesome orchestra into award-

winners and solve a decades-old murder to boot. And only a grumpy ghost to help her. 

There’s charm to spare in this highly original debut.” — Multi-award-winning author, 

Catriona McPherson 

 “Gordon has composed a masterful and magical debut. . .Murder in G Major captivated 

me from the first page to the last, transporting me to the windswept cliffs of 

Ireland.”  — Gigi Pandian, USA Today bestselling author of Michelangelo’s Ghost 

 “Alexia Gordon’s debut is delightful: an Irish village full of characters and secrets, 

whiskey and music – and a ghost! Gethsemane Brown is a fast-thinking, fast-talking 

dynamic sleuth (with a great wardrobe) who is more than a match for the unraveling 

murders and coverups, aided by her various –handsome – allies and her irascible ghost. 

Can’t wait to see what she uncovers next!” —J. Suzanne Frank, AKA Chloe Green, author 

of the Dallas O’Connor mysteries 

"Charming debut." – Kirkus Reviews 
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