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“I woke up in a hotel room really far away 

from here, and the man beside me was 

dead.”   

Thus, begins The Flight Attendant by Chris 

Bohljalian.  I just finished listening to the 

audiobook of this mystery and was hooked from 

the start. 

Cassandra Bowden is no stranger to hungover mornings. She’s a binge drinker, her 

job as a flight attendant makes it easy to find adventure, and the occasional 

blackouts seem to be inevitable. 

When she awakes in a Dubai hotel room, she tries to piece the previous night back 

together. She quietly slides out of bed, and then notices the man she spent the night 

with. She sees his dark hair. His utter stillness. And blood, a slick, still wet pool on 

the crisp white sheets. 

Afraid to call the police—she’s a single woman alone in a hotel room far from 

home—Cassie begins to lie. She lies as she joins the other flight attendants and 

pilots as they head back to the airport. She lies on the way to Paris as she works the 

first-class cabin. She lies to the FBI agents in New York who meet her at the gate. 

Soon it’s too late to come clean—or face the truth about what really happened back 

in Dubai. 

Could she have killed him? If not, who did?  Cassie drinks too much and too often, 

and it takes her quite awhile to figure out she wasn’t responsible for killing Alex, a 

man she met on one of her flights to Dubai.   

And so, she begins the process of trying to figure out who did murder him.  As she 

does so, she senses she’s being followed.  Is it the FBI?  Or is it a member of the 

Russian mob?  When Alex’s ties to dirty dealings with Russia mob money are 

revealed, a whole new level of suspense and terror are added to Cassie’s bid to 

vindicate herself. 



One of the reasons I chose to read this book is that I know it’s being made into a 

min-series.  Kaley Cuoco, of Big Bang Theory fame, has been cast to play Cassie.  

Knowing that, I pictured Kaley as Cassie as I listened to the audiobook.  I think 

because I love Cuoco’s character on Big Bang Theory, I liked the character of 

Cassie more than I should have. 

Quite frankly, Cassie is a mess.  As I’ve already mentioned, she drinks way too 

much and sleeps with way too many men that she picks up on her travels.  She’s 

nearing 40 years old and lives day to day, with few ties to family or friends.  When 

she finds a dead man in her bed, rather than go straight to the police, she wipes 

down the hotel room trying to eliminate her finger prints and then slips out of the 

hotel.  And she tells one lie after another about what really happened in Dubai. 

Cassie is one of those characters you just want to shake by the shoulders to get 

them to straighten up and do the right thing, the smart thing.  When what she really 

needs is a clear head and the safety of her apartment, she heads out to the bar to 

drink and pick up men.  You wonder, what will it take to get her to stop the 

madness? 

But that said, Cassie does have an endearing side.  She pilfers hotel knick-knacks 

as gifts for her young niece and nephew because she can’t afford to buy them 

souvenirs.  She spends her off days at animal shelters nurturing abandoned cats, 

because she’d like to have a pet, but her jet-setting job doesn’t allow her to keep 

one.  She wants to be a normal woman with a normal life, but she keeps making 

bad choices. 

I really enjoyed this book.  The suspense builds as the truth about who Alex really 

is, is revealed.  The Russian money-laundering scheme, double agents, shadowy 

figures and not really knowing who’s who, or who to trust, makes for a great read 

(or listen.)  I am a fan of author Chris Bohjalian’s writing, who always weaves well 

told and intricate tales. 

I will admit I was somewhat let me down by the epilogue.  I had to go back and 

listen to it again, and I’m still not sure I understand what happened at the end.  I 

thought it wrapped things up too quickly and didn’t really explain what the heck 

happened.  I’m still wondering about the ending and even searching explanations 

online can’t answer all my questions.  For instance, Enrico, a very pivotal character 

right up to the last scene, is not even mentioned in the epilogue.  What?  What 

became of Enrico?!? 



That said, this is definitely a book worth reading and/or listening to.  I’d love to 

talk the ending over with you if you give it a go. 

Availability 

The Flight Attendant is available on Overdrive/Libby as an eBook and an 

audiobook.  Additionally, the library owns the book in regular print, large print, 

and as an audiobook.  Check it out! 
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Praise for The Flight Attendant 
An expertly turned thriller… An assured novel about reckoning not just with some 

ruthless bad guys, but private sadness as well… [Bohjalian]’s developed a graceful 

hand at thriller mechanics, smoothly shifting from Cassie’s private paranoia to the 

intricacies of spy craft and mercenaries to the public tabloid sensation she’s 

become. He’s back-loaded the story with twists, from ones that were hinted at early 

to left-field surprises. And the brisk and busy ending is a fireworks show of 

redemption, revelation and old-fashioned gunplay. 

Mark Athitakis - USA Today 

Filled with turbulence and sudden plunges in altitude, The Flight Attendant is a 

very rare thriller whose penultimate chapter made me think to myself, "I didn’t see 



that coming." The novel—Bohjalian’s 20th— is also enhanced by his deftness in 

sketching out vivid characters and locales and by his obvious research into the 

realities of airline work. 

Maureen Corrigan - Washington Post 

The author provides enough twists for a roller coaster fan... The beauty of the book 

is that, along with the politics of the plot, Cassie’s humanity comes through...the 

last 100 pages turn tense as you try to follow the unexpected but believable 

surprises Bohjalian has in store and answers whether Cassie can find salvation. 

Amanda St. Amand - St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

(Starred review) Caught in a downward spiral, [Cassie] must brace for impact. 

After so many lies and devastating choices, she's almost given up on being a good 

person. Will she get a chance at redemption, or will her fate be decided by the 

murder in Dubai?   

K.L. Romo - Library Journal 

The stakes couldn't be higher (literally) as Cassandra pieces together a mystery 

while working 40,000 feet above ground in Chris Bohjalian's gripping The Flight 

Attendant. Read it before Kaley Cuoco stars in the upcoming series! 

Cosmopolitan 

 


