
HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF THE SS WINNIPEG? 

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR? 

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT PABLO NERUDA? 

DO YOU KNOW ISABEL ALLENDE? 

DO YOU LIKE HISTORICAL FICTION? 
 

If you like historical fiction, and you want to learn about the names mentioned above, you will enjoy reading 

this book.  It is available on Overdrive/Libby as an e-book/kindle and audio. 
 

                                                
When General Franco wins the Spanish Civil War (1930’s), those fighting against him flee to France. Two of 

those fleeing to France are Roser, a pregnant widow, and Victor Dalmau, and army doctor. To survive, they 

marry, but it is a marriage of convenience only. 
 

They travel to Chile on the SS Winnipeg, a ship chartered by the poet Pable Neruda “the long petals if sea and 

wine and snow” (quoted in the novel, it is from one of his poems They live in Chile as exiles through World 

War II. They hope that eventually they will be able to return to Spain. Through all their trials and journeys, it is 

their hope of being reunited with their home that keeps them going.  
 

Although Roser and Victor are fictional characters, this historical novel is about the actual account of civil war, 

what families can go through, and the world war depicted during these years. The novel takes us back to an 

earlier time and place, and also sheds light on the way we live now. 
 

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY 
Isabel Allende, the author of this book, is a Chilean journalist and author born on August 2, 1942, in Lima, 

Peru. She has written over 20 books that have been translated into more than 35 languages and sold more than 

67 million copies.  

Early Life 

Author Isabel Allende was born on August 2, 1942, in Lima, Peru, to Tomás and Francisca Allende. She is the 

goddaughter of Salvador Allende, the first socialist president of Chile who was her father's cousin.. Her father, a 

diplomat, deserted the family when Allende was just two. She, her siblings and mother then moved in with her 

grandfather in Chile. Allende remembers herself as a rebellious child during those years living with her 

grandfather. “We lived in an affluent house – with no money," she said in an interview with The Telegraph. 

"My grandfather would pay for what was necessary but my mother did not even have the cash to buy us an ice 

cream. I wanted to be like my grandfather because my mother had a terrible life and he had all the privileges 

and the power and the freedom and the car – I think that was the moment I started to rebel against all male 

authority: the police, the church, everything." . Her mother remarried to Ramón Huidobro, also a diplomat, and 

the family moved often as his posts changed.  Allende said she was determined to work as a young woman and 

started her writing career as a journalist. She became a prominent journalist working in television and for 

magazines in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Literary Work 

Allende's life was forever changed when General Augusto Pinochet led a military coup in 1973, toppling Salvador 

Allende's government. During an attack on the presidential palace Salvador Allende was shot and killed. (After decades of 

controversy surrounding the cause of his death, an autopsy confirmed in 2011 that it was a suicide.) Isabel Allende 

became active in aiding victims of the repression and brutality of Pinochet's regime, but realizing it was dangerous to stay 

in Chile, she fled the country with her husband and two children in 1975 and lived in exile in Venezuela for 13 years.  

A LONG PETAL TO THE SEA 

by Isabel Allende 

 

https://www.biography.com/people/salvador-allende-37231
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/authorinterviews/10589928/The-incredible-life-of-Isabel-Allende.html


In 1981, Allende began writing a letter to her grandfather, who was dying in Chile. The letter became the basis for her 

first novel, The House of the Spirits (1985), which became a worldwide bestseller and launched her literary career. The 

novel tells the story of two families living in Chile from the 1920s until the 1973 military coup, weaving 

together elements of magical realism and political testimony. Some of her works include Of Love and 

Shadows (1987), Eva Luna (1987), Two Words (1989), The Infinite Plan (1991), Daughter of Fortune (1999), Portrait in 

Sepia (2000), Zorro (2005), Ines of My Soul (2006), Island Beneath the Sea (2010), Maya's 

Notebook (2011), Ripper (2014) and The Japanese Lover (2015).  
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